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We are here today to remember Dr. King, 

the workers in Memphis that he stood with, 
and the victory they achieved for themselves 
and working people everywhere. 

Over the last 40 years, this country has 
seen more than its share of tragedies: assas-
sinations, bombings, terrorist attacks, and all 
manner of natural disasters. 

It is easy to become desensitized to evil and 
some of us may drift away from the lessons of 
the past. We should remember that in 1968 
Dr. King’s murder threw the country into chaos 
and threatened the civil rights movement he 
had labored to build through peaceful protest. 
But it was not to be, as Dr. King’s message 
was too powerful for hate, and today we re-
member that nothing eclipses his message 
that all humanity has dignity and worth. 

Dr. King, Jr., recognized that the struggle for 
civil rights and workers’ rights were inex-
tricably linked. Both required that the basic 
rights of all people are equal and ought to be 
honored equally, whether by an employer or 
by the United States government. Organized 
labor is a cornerstone of our democracy and 
a guiding force in our nation’s history. It is the 
natural right of a free people, as workers right-
ly expect a degree of safety, security, and just 
compensation for the work that they do. We 
should not sacrifice their quality of life to fuel 
the myth that doing so will somehow balance 
the budget. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues and my fel-
low Americans to always remember the signifi-
cance of this day. Dr. King received criticism 
from all sides, some saying he was too soft; 
others saying he was too radical, and many 
fearing widespread violence and social up-
heaval in the wake of his death. 

It was human nature, some argued, that vio-
lence is a more effective means to effect 
change than passive resistance. They were 
wrong. Dr. King understood that the moral 
force of non-violent direct action was so pow-
erful that it could bring down the modern-day 
walls of Jericho. 

And he was right; it brought change to 
America. And to Poland and the nations of 
eastern and central Europe. And we saw it at 
work in Tunisia and Egypt. As Dr. King said: 
‘‘The moral arc of the universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago today, our nation 
mourned the loss of one of the greats of the 
age. But while an assassin may have felled 
the Dreamer; the Dream of Dr. King still lives 
in the hearts and minds of people of goodwill 
everywhere in the world. 
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Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Jerzy J. Maciuszko, a loving 
father, husband, friend and scholar. His pas-
sion for literature and Polish history will benefit 
the world and those that knew him. 

A librarian and historian, Mr. Maciuszko 
served as the head librarian of the Baldwin- 
Wallace College’s Ritter Library and the 
Cleveland Public Library’s special collections 
department. He was a devoted educator and 

chaired the Slavic and Modern Languages de-
partment at the Alliance College in Cambridge 
Springs, Pennsylvania. 

In 1913, Mr. Maciuszko was born in War-
saw, Poland, where he graduated from the 
University of Warsaw with a bachelor’s degree 
in English. He taught English at a high school 
in Warsaw until 1939. Upon Germany’s occu-
pation of Poland, Jerzy was captured and 
spent six years in a prisoner’s camp. He made 
the best of his situation by playing violin in the 
camp orchestra and writing a short story, 
which took top honors in a contest held by the 
International YMCA. 

Mr. Maciuszko escaped the camp and be-
came a liaison officer for the U.S. Army, 
where he helped Poles find homes outside 
their occupied country. When the war ended, 
he moved to England, where he inspected 
Polish schools for the British government. 

In 1951, he moved to Pennsylvania and 
began teaching at Alliance College. Although 
he moved to Cleveland soon after, he returned 
to Pennsylvania in 1969 and became the chair 
of the Slavic and Modern Languages depart-
ment and created an exchange program be-
tween Alliance College and Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Krakow. 

When he moved to Cleveland, he joined the 
Public Library’s Foreign Language department, 
rising in the ranks to direct all of the library’s 
special collections. While he was in Cleveland, 
he also earned a doctoral degree in library 
sciences at Case Western Reserve University 
and taught there as a professor. With his col-
laborative efforts, Case Western Reserve 
started their ethnic collection. In 1974, he 
moved to Berea, where he led Baldwin Wal-
lace College’s Ritter Library. 

In addition to all of his achievements 
throughout his long career, Mr. Maciuszko was 
awarded many honors, including an Officers’ 
Cross of the Order of Merit from the Polish 
President Lech Walesa; a Polish Heritage 
Award from the Cleveland Society of Poles; an 
Eagle Trophy from the American Nationalities 
Movement; and a ‘‘Man of the Year’’ award 
from the American Biographical Institute. 

Mr. Maciuszko was also a prolific writer, and 
wrote many pieces on Polish history, including 
‘‘The Polish Short Story in English: A Guide 
and Critical Bibliography,’’ a monograph on 
the Polish Institute of America as well as 
chapters for various encyclopedias. He re-
cently finished a manuscript entitled ‘‘Poles 
Apart: The Tragic Fate of Poles During World 
War II.’’ 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in remembering Mr. Jerzy J. Maciuszko, 
whose passion for history and sharing knowl-
edge will live on for generations to come. 
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TIONAL PRESS CLUB 
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Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
appreciation of Mr. Reynauld Merrimon Wil-
liams, Jr.’s testimony given to the National 
Press Club on April 4th, 2011, in support of 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 

HBCU, and Predominately Black Institutions, 
PBI. 

Mr. Williams is a native of Ahoskie, North 
Carolina, and a 2007 graduate of Hertford 
County High School. While at Hertford County 
High School Mr. Williams was deeply involved 
in school activities and took great pride in high 
academic achievement. Mr. Williams was a 
Beta Club National Honor Society member, 
captain of the varsity soccer team, member of 
Earth Club, participant of teen court, and third 
place finisher in the Regional North Carolina 
Math Fair. Mr. Williams, an AP Honor Student, 
completed his high school career at Hertford 
County High School in the top eight percent of 
his graduating class. 

Mr. Williams currently attends Fayetteville 
State University, a historically black university, 
where he is a member of the National Honor 
Society and maintains a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average. Mr. Williams is pursuing a de-
gree in business and finance and has contin-
ued to excel as a student and an active mem-
ber of the university community. In Mr. Wil-
liams’ testimony to the National Press Club, 
he supported his assertion that his success as 
a student is directly linked to the unique and 
nurturing environment that HBCUs provide Af-
rican American students. Mr. Williams con-
tended that these types of environments pro-
vided by HBCUs facilitate the educational and 
professional development of African American 
students across the country. Mr. Williams is 
the consummate example of the positive ef-
fects that HBCUs have on the African Amer-
ican community, and reinforces the critical im-
portance of maintaining support for these insti-
tutions of higher education. 

The courage displayed by Mr. Williams’ sup-
port for Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities deserves commendation. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in congratulating Mr. 
Reynauld Merrimon Williams for giving his tes-
timony, and in wishing him the best in his re-
maining academic career and future. 
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Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately I was unable to cast my votes on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011, due to a scheduled 
meeting in my District to discuss immigration 
policies with constituents in Champaign Coun-
ty, Illinois. Had I been present to vote on H.R. 
1308, S. 307, and Approving the Journal, I 
would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 254 on H.R. 1308, to amend 
the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission 
Act to extend the termination date for the 
Commission, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 255 on S. 307, to designate 
the Federal building and United States court-
house located at 217 West King Street, Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, as the ‘‘W. Craig 
Broadwater Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse’’, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 256 on Approving the Jour-
nal, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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